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Werdet, as he remarked bitterly, was walking comfortably about Paris. Werdet was young anc enthusiastic, and no doubt his imagination wa fired by Balzac's pictures of the glorious time in th future, when the great writer and his publisher shouli have both made their fortunes, and their carriage should pass each other in the Bois de Boulogne There is no reason, however, to think that Balza wilfully misrepresented matters, as Werdet insinu ates. He was essentially good-hearted, as every on who knew him testifies; but his extraordinar optimism and power of self-deception, combine with the charm of his personality and the ovei mastering influence he exercised, made him a moj ; dangerous man to be connected with in business ; and Werdet, like many another, suffered from h ; alliance with the improvident man of genius.
Balzac also at this time suffered severely; bi ; he had now completely recovered his energy. I i his efforts to clear himself he worked thirty nigh > without going to bed, sending contributions 1 ) the Chronique, the Presse, the Revue Musical , and the Dictionnaire de la Conversation, composir 5 the "Perle Brisee," "La Vieille Fille," and "I 2 Secret des Ruggieri," besides finishing the la t volumes of the " Etudes de Moeurs " and bringir > out new editions of several of his books. As tl 2 result of his labours, he calculated, with his usu 1 cheerfulness, that if he worked day and night f r six months, and after that ten hours a day for frv c years, he would have paid off his debts and wou d